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Air cargo faces
headwinds
Global demand for air cargo is suffering
from a drop in trade volumes and
weakening consumer confidence, IATA
says
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North American airlines saw demand
increase by 0.4 per cent in March 2019,
compared to the same period a year earlier.
The recent easing of growth is partly due to
a slowing of US domestic economic
activity in the later part of 2018 and falling
global trade volumes. Despite this, new
export orders are rising which would
support

air
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growth.
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European airlines posted a 3.6 per cent
increase in freight demand in March 2019
compared to the same period a year earlier.
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outcome. Capacity increased by 6.4 per

Latin American airlines experienced an

of 6 per cent compared to the same period a
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increase in freight demand growth in March

year earlier. Seasonally-adjusted
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international freight volumes are lower
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Brazilian economy from recession is
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supporting a resurgence in air cargo

Capacity grew 15.2 per cent year-on-year.

Middle Eastern airlines’ freight volumes
increased 1.3 per cent in March 2019
compared to the year-ago period. Capacity
increased by 3.8 per cent. A clear downward
trend in seasonally-adjusted international
air cargo demand is now evident with
weakening air freight volumes to/from

demand. Nevertheless, ongoing economic
and political uncertainties in various parts
of the region continue to present
challenges for the industry.

North America and to/from Asia Pacific
contributing to the softer performance.

African carriers posted the fastest growth
of any region in March 2019, with an
increase in demand
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