News and insight for North America's fresh produce buyers
By Mike Knowles
Monday 2nd March 2020, 17:58 GMT

European fruit
and veg trade
contends with
coronavirus

Empty supermarket shelves in Italy, where the
coronavirus outbreak has caused panic buying and
cast a shadow over export shipments. Photo: Stefano
Malagoli
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to a very different set of challenges as the outbreak continues
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As reported last week, China's pork imports
have risen considerably in the past year
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Imports slowly recovering
In Europe, meanwhile, supplies of fresh
fruit from China were reported to be
moving slow after a virtual standstill.
Other sources have apparently also been
affected. Off the record, some importers
even spoke of buyers and importers
putting sourcing programmes for Asian
exotics on temporary hold.
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to importers in Europe there were signs
those supply lines could reopen some time
in the first half of March as supplies slowly
come back online.
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Shift in supply

"So far, we haven’t really felt it directly but
it will have an impact on us at some time –

The knock-on effect of China's drastic

just how big the impact will be needs to be

decline in import demand could lead to

seen," he told Fruitnet. "We’re close to the

significant volumes of fruit being re-routed
towards Europe and other parts of the
world, some suggested.
"Temporarily we expect Southern
Hemisphere sending higher volumes to
Europe and USA," commented Ole Schack
Petersen, group senior vice-president and

exports for garlic and ginger will restart
again during week 10 or 11, which is a
positive sign," said Hugo Vermeulen,
procurement director of Netherlandsbased Jupiter Group EU.

regions," Vermeulen told Fruitnet. "Now
the we are seeing the virus spreading in
Europe will for sure bring new challenges
for all of us."
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as well as casting a doubt over how the
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coming weeks. Click here to read more…
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Towards the end of last week, however,
there were signs that demand was
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