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Cause for concern
at RSA ports
Container shortages and lack of shipping
opportunities cause problems as citrus
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“It is not a problem with the availability of
container vessels or enough containers,"
Brooke outlines. "The problem lies squarely
with the port operators who fail to deal
with a number of issues in the ports.”

one logistics service provider.

to Europe at this time of the year, and yet
that happened last week with a shipment of

The present situation affects exporters and
growers across a wide scope. Sources say
taking containers backwards and forwards

apples, before the vessel continues to
Durban where it will load citrus for the
European market.
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reefers are lower, resulting in fewer cartons
being shipped on a pallet, which increases
the cost of freight considerably.
“Some growers and exporters are resisting
switching between these modes of shipping
as it is a huge disruption in the packhouse
and the logistics chain,

problems which have been brought to the
Customs offices are only open for a limited
time every day and there are limited
couriers to take documents to receivers
overseas to effect clearance on their side.

surface by the lockdown and reaction to it
will hopefully advance the idea of public
and private sector partnerships to help
solve these problems.

“We all know what the purpose of the fight
against Covid-19 is, but when the
government take certain decisions it is not
properly implemented at ground level."
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