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Sustainable
systems the
solution
Covid-19 is a wake-up call to the planet,
according to Volkert Engelsman, CEO of
Volkert Engelsman
Dutch organic specialist Eosta, with
sustainable initiatives the only viable response
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Demand for organic fruit and vegetables

With sales of fresh fruit and vegetables

to the release of undiscovered viruses, so
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appears the health message is being heard

our failing institutions and systems.

Dutch organic specialist Eosta.

loud and clear by the public. A stiffer
challenge could be in forcing through the

"Overall demand for organic has been
going through the roof," he says. "At the
moment, people seem to be more aware of
their immune systems and the importance

changes required for farming systems to
properly protect biodiversity and the soil
while providing good incomes for those
working in the sector.

of healthy foods. So we are seeing strong
growth."

"We have separated ourselves too much
from nature and from each other," he says.
"Embracing diversity - biodiversity, gender
diversity, racial diversity - is something we
seem to be struggling with. This leads to a
spiritual divide, which separates us from
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proactive healthcare, including through its
Dr Goodfood campaign at organic retailer

with climate change, but also with

Ekoplaza's stores in the Netherlands.
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With second waves of infection a painful
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and mineral fertiliser use. We also need to

For Engelsman, proper living wages for
workers marks a key element of any
sustainable food system. "That's why we
embarked on our Living Wage campaign,"

stress tests built into their RAROCs [risk
adjusted return on capital]. So we see
momentum coming from the financial
sector and also from Brussels in the Green
New Deal and Farm to Fork strategy,
which says that about 25 per cent of all
farming should be organic and the rest
should be sustainable, and that mineral
fertiliser should be taxed, so we need to
reduce agrochemicals. It's pretty
straightforward language."
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For Engelsman, the current moment calls
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principles of 'Let's feed the world'," he says.

he says, "whereby we ask our customers to
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Organics remains the most sustainable

and they can ensure the farmworkers are

solution, according to Engelsman. "We've
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always said organic farming is a
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in the past organic was locked up in a

But he believes stronger action is required
to address worsening levels of inequality

because it is inclusive of nature," he says.
"It is climate-resilient. It is soil-inclusive. It

across the world, a situation only

doesn't pollute the groundwater. And yes,

exacerbated by the Covid-19 crisis. "If we

yields may be a little less per hectare, but

want to feed the world, we need to
address the wealth gap," says Engelsman.

you can keep going much longer than
with intensive farming."

"And if we want to address climate change,
or biodiversity, or clean water, or health,

Driving Engelsman's continued optimism

then we have to do it in such a way that

are the evolving attitudes in the financial

we don't export the burden to the poor.

sector. "Even the financial sector now says

That is one

to farmers

soil and biodiversity, address climate
change, nitrogen and health, fair wages,
and all that, in order to sustain our ability

green bubble, it now seems to be breaking
out and trickling down into the DNA of
the mainstream policymakers, as well as
the financial institutions, institutional
investors and health insurance
companies."
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