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Milestone for gold
kiwifruit creator
Russell Lowe, whose work led to Hort16A
and Gold3 kiwifruit varieties, celebrates
50 years at Plant and Food
50-year

A

anniversary

was

celebrated last week for Russell

house and a pile of posts outside,” Lowe

Gold3 was in development to combat some

told The New Zealand Herald.

of the drawbacks in storage and size that

Lowe, a breeder at what is now
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broke
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mould

commercially-viable

to
gold

create

two

kiwifruit

varieties.

occurred
“We started setting up the orchard and
putting in the first kiwifruit blocks. In
those days it was very much do-it-yourself.
growers have these days to do all the work.”

kiwifruit cultivars which have

created endless opportunities for the New
Zealand horticulture industry.

Hort16A

and

was

said the team wasn’t aware they would
need.

We didn't have all these contractors [that]

Lowe was responsible for the Hort16A and
Gold3

with

coincidentally Psa tolerant which Lowe

He said the time delay of breeding will
make it difficult to eventually leave. “I am

Lowe said the development of Hort16A is a
highlight of his career. At the peak of its
development, Psa arrived and destroyed

just taking it a year at a time - it's a really
interesting job when you are breeding, but
the crosses you did last year won't be

the variety across the industry. Thankfully,

fruiting for another two years - so that

He’s spent 47 of his 50 years at the Te Puke

his team had been working on other

makes it a bit hard to walk away.”

research centre which he established in the

varieties and had Gold3 on the backburner.

early 1970s. When he arrived in Te Puke in
1972, the site there was “just the orchard
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