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Airfreight sector
mulls impact of
Trump flight ban
Drop in cargo capacity and shipping rate
hike will hit transatlantic perishable exports

P

resident

to

The ban is widely expected to lead to a

before to make up for the reduced space

impose strict travel restrictions

Trump’s decision

significant reduction in airfreight capacity

offered by the commercial airlines.

on flights from Europe to the US

and push shipping rates up. A similar ban by

in a bid to slow the spread of coronavirus

the Trump administration on flights from

could have a major impact on the

China is early February caused a 27 per cent

movement

rise in airfreight rates from China to the US

of

airfreighted

fruits and

vegetables and other perishable cargo,

between

24

February

and

9

March,

industry experts said.

according to the TAC Index as flight
capacity was cut by more than a third.

The new rules, which go into effect at
midnight on Friday, ban all passenger

Ole Schack Petersen, senior vice-president

flights from the 26 European states in the

and chief strategy officer at LCL and

Schengen area for a 30-day period. They do

Broom Group said the drop in capacity

not include services from the UK and

would be felt not only in transatlantic

Ireland.

trade but also on other routes.

Cargo-only flights are not included in the

“With fewer planes in the air, it will also

restrictions.

trade

affect China-Europe routes. Some fresh

between Europe and North America is

produce will have to move ocean freight

dominated by passenger aircraft.

where possible,” he told Fruitnet.

According

But

to

the

cargo

airfreight

data

provider

WorldACD, more than 60 per cent of the
airfreight that moves between Europe and

Schack

Petersen

said

large

said one solution could be for fruit and
vegetables suppliers to send airfreighted
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“We recognise the major concerns this will
cause for so many of our clients but for us
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