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New Zealanders
turn to
horticulture for
work
People out of employment due to coronavirus taking jobs in
horticulture during peak harvest of apples and kiwifruit
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including border closures and industry
shutdowns, many New Zealanders have
been left without work and job security.
As a result, they have been turning to
horticulture for employment, taking up the
chance to work in the essential sector as
harvest in the the apple and pear and
kiwifruit sectors hit peak.
New Zealand’s agriculture minister, Damien
O’Connor, said the NZ$6bn industry has
long been one of the

O’Connor added the government were
currently investigating ways it could boost

New Zealand Kiwifruit Growers reported
some businesses now have a workforce of

the primary sector essential workforce
through its $100m redeployment scheme.

up to 90 per cent New Zealanders,
compared to the industry average of

“There is no shortage of demand for our

around 50 per cent last season.

produce. The world needs a continuous

a

widespread impact across the country,

are needed.”

industries such as tourism, forestry and

allowed to remain operational, many of the
positions taken by locals would normally

help ensure workers get to the places they

supply of fresh fruit and vegetables and our
Last week alone, more than 100 staff were
placed into roles in the Bay of Plenty,

country is in the position to help do that,”
explained O’Connor.

Auckland and Nelson.
“Our primary sector is part of the solution
Meanwhile, the apple and pear industry has
had 200 workers from other industries
placed into jobs across the country.
“It is great to see Kiwis taking up the
opportunity to be part of this essential
industry. Now is a peak time for picking
apples and kiwifruit. Workers are in high
demand - over 20,000 are needed at the

to global food security concerns in the
short-term and will play a critical role in
New Zealand’s economic recovery after
Covid-19, which is why we have ensured
that our food supply chain (farmers,
processing, distribution, supermarkets) can
continue to operate during the lockdown
to keep our exports flowing,” he added.

peak of harvest,” noted O’Connor.

http://www.fruitnet.com/americafruit/article/1474/parts-of-san-diego-quarantined-as-psyllid-count-mounts
© Copyright Market Intelligence Ltd - Fruitnet.com 2014. The copyright on this article and all content published on Market Intelligence Ltd Fruitnet.com is held by Market Intelligence Ltd - Fruitnet.com Limited, a joint venture between Market Intelligence Limited and Dr Rolf M Wolf
Media GmbH. All rights reserved. Neither this article nor any part of it may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in any form, including printouts, screen grabs and information retrieval systems, without the prior permission of the copyright owners.

http://www.fruitnet.com/americafruit/article/1474/parts-of-san-diego-quarantined-as-psyllid-count-mounts
© Copyright Market Intelligence Ltd - Fruitnet.com 2014. The copyright on this article and all content published on Market Intelligence Ltd Fruitnet.com is held by Market Intelligence Ltd - Fruitnet.com Limited, a joint venture between Market Intelligence Limited and Dr Rolf M Wolf
Media GmbH. All rights reserved. Neither this article nor any part of it may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in any form, including printouts, screen grabs and information retrieval systems, without the prior permission of the copyright owners.

