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Almería: a model of
sustainability
Pilot project developed by the ECPA seeking to
transfer best practice to growers in other areas
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January whereas now it runs through to March.

trained at the Cajamar Caja Rural Las Palmerillas
research station in Almería have gone on to train
another 180 Turkish advisors who have gone on
to train around 5,400 farmers.
“Building consumer trust is about ensuring the
safety of their food – whether it is produced in
Europe or elsewhere,” explains Bocquet. “This
initiative is about sharing best practices so that
we can produce more in a better way.”
The Residues Management Project forms part of
ECPA’s Hungry For Change initiative, launched
in 2011 to highlight the crop protection
industry’s role in four key areas: providing high
quality affordable food, promoting biodiversity,

“Developing a new pesticide takes several years
costs ten of millions of euros – it isn’t something

“The dramatic decline in residue detections
shows that everybody is working better,” says
ECPA director Jean-Charles Bocquet. “More
importantly, it reinforces the public’s
confidence in the safety of our products.”

safeguarding water and protecting health

It is, says Bocquet, an opportunity to raise

benefits of crop protection, we run the risk of

In October the agency organised a press trip to

public awareness of the work the ECPA is doing,

discouraging innovative research projects and

Almería to showcase the work being done to

and marks a sea change for what had previously

this threatens the future of competitiveness of

support the reduction of residues through the

been considered a somewhat

European agriculture.”

through the safe and sustainable use of
pesticides.

that can be done overnight,” he says. “Unless we
work together with the public and with policy
makers to improve understanding of the

promotion of IPM and good agricultural
practices.
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