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Peppers show
greater resistance
UF/IFAS scientists develop a specialty
pepper with better resistance to rootknot nematodes

T

Image: UF/IFAS

he University of Florida Institute

damage the roots, weaken the plants and

Rathinasabapthi and his team screened a

of Food and Agricultural Sciences

reduce the yield.

handful of bell pepper varieties.

(UF/IFAS) is aiding the search for

bell pepper cultivars that have increased

Increasingly, farmers are looking for non-

resistance to root-knot nematodes.

chemical

ways

to

control

root-knot

nematodes. Scientists know they can help
As a US$235m-a-year business in Florida,
bell peppers are an important crop,
especially in the southeast and southwest
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variety, named ‘RJ107(6)A3C,’ was the most
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common root-knot nematodes – southern,
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UF/IFAS scientists developed this pepper
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