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Is automated
navigation the
future?
Successful tests of innovative technology
for autonomous shipping show direction of future travel, says Port of
Antwerp
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Unmanned vessels can lead to substantial

According to Belgium’s Port of Antwerp,
automated navigation is the future of
inland shipping, thanks to the use of 3D

cost savings, as well as provide an answer
to
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increasing

traffic
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problems and the rising costs of road

In the final weeks of 2020, the technology
was tested successfully on the Tuimelaar,
one of the Port of Antwerp's test vessels. A
follow-up project is reportedly planned for
2021, with Steckel’s 3D Sonar and Lidar for
Vessel Monitoring project getting the go-

sonar sensors, inspired by how bats sense

transport. Smart vessels definitely have a

ahead as part of the Smart Docking

their surroundings.
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Innovation Challenge.

“In 2019, over 42 per cent of all goods
entered or left the port of Antwerp via
inland waterways,” said port alderman
Annick De Ridder. “In other words, inland
shipping is crucial if we want to ensure
the accessibility of our city and our port.
By focusing on technology such as

approach that the Port of Antwerp wants
to help develop further.”
Researchers at CoSys-Lab, a research
group in UAntwerp's Faculty of Applied
Engineering, have developed a 3D sonar
sensor for the port, completed with 32
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