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Trade issues
create challenges
Dealing with external trade factors will
be great challenge for South African
grape growers this season
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which is now set for end of October. Deal

experiences of the past seasons will not
simply go away because of a better crop.
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or no-deal, as the new British primeAs we approach the new season, the
question is what will happen this year. It is
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This is not unique to the table grape sector
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country starts shipping its berries and

be able to cope with the rapid increases in

– all the South African export categories

cherries.

exports of a number of fruit categories in

have to deal with these scenarios.

the medium term. A declining economy
South Africans hope that there will be a
deal, and that there will be a smooth
transition which will not affect their

and political instability, with all the
uncertainty it brings, does nothing to
support a stable fruit export trade.

shipments.
Across the industry there are few who, at
this stage, clearly want to venture an
opinion of what they will face if there is a
no-deal exit. Those who do have an
opinion, say that perhaps both Britain and
the EU, specifically under pressure of the
southern European countries who have
huge trade with the UK, will realise that it is

While in terms of table grapes, Europe and
the UK will remain very important for the
success of the South African industry, it is
reasonable to expect a much more
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bring more stability to their business and

Growing table grapes is a long-term
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business and decisions on what to plant,
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how much to plant and how to manage
these investments over 15 to 20 years are
taken with the best information and
forecasting.

in everyone’s interest to find a deal. In this

It is true to say that South African growers,
and growers in other countries, will face
uncertain times as long as political agendas
continue to disrupt trade.

respect they say they hope the ‘Boris

The question is how growers who perhaps

factor’ surprises everyone.

over-committed themselves will deal with
the situation.

Then, there are questions inside South
Africa to answer.
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