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Eastern Spain
counts cost of
storm Gloria
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Citrus and vegetable production are
worst affected, with losses expected to run into tens of millions of euros

panish producers are assessing the
9 damage caused by storm Gloria,
which swept through eastern
regions this week, flooding coastal areas

from Barcelona to Murcia and leaving ten
people dead.

Strong winds and heavy rains battered the
eastern seaboard on Monday and Tuesday,
while hailstorms are also believed to have
caused localised damaged in Valencia and
other areas.

Citrus is believed to be the worst affected
crop, with farms in Valencia, Murcia and, to
alesser extent, Catalonia suffering damage.

Winds of more than 110km per hour hasleft
a lot of fruit on the ground, and Valencian
agricultural union Ava-Asaja said many
farms have been left under water with fruit
for the second half of the campaign still to
be harvested and grower fear that fruit rot
and fungi will set in if the wet conditions
persist.

that the insured hasincluded them in the

As for vegetables, cauliflower, broccoli,
artichokes and lettuce are among the worst
affected crops. The union said that there
were many completely flooded fields that
would suffer losses of up to 100 per cent of
production, while in fields where potatoes
and onions had recently been planted,
farmers would be forced to replant.

Ava-Asaja noted that while it is still too
early to provide an accurate assessment of
the extent of the damage, this is likely to
run into tens of millions of euros.

Antonio Domene of Almeria-based tomato
giant Casi said the storm had caused
localised damaged to infrastructure and
roads in the Campohermoso areain Nijar.

“In the end it seems that around 100ha of
our farms have been damaged. There was
talk of s00ha, but this has not been
corroborated,” he told Fruitnet.

“What is clear is that in the affected areas
—which is mainly organic farms - there has
been total devastation. Greenhouses have
been razed to the ground, and entrances to
farms and roads have been cut off. And the
crops that haven't been completely
destroyed will surely be affected by the

humidity in the coming days.”

On the plus side, the heavy rains have
replenished the region's reservoirs, easing
water restrictions.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food said in a statement on Wednesday
that all production losses from Gloria
would be covered by the National Agrarian
Insurance Plan. This includes losses to next
years harvest resulting from damage to
farms.

With regard to damage to facilities, such as
vegetables polytunnels and greenhouses,
these are covered provided

http://www.fruitnet.com/americafruit/article/1474/parts-of-san-diego-quarantined-as-psyllid-count-mounts

© Copyright Market Intelligence Ltd - Fruitnet.com 2014. The copyright on this article and all content published on Market Intelligence Ltd -
Fruitnet.com is held by Market Intelligence Ltd - Fruitnet.com Limited, a joint venture between Market Intelligence Limited and Dr Rolf M Wolf
Media GmbH. All rights reserved. Neither this article nor any part of it may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in any form, including print-
outs, screen grabs and information retrieval systems, without the prior permission of the copyright owners



policy, since they are voluntary
subscription.

http://www.fruitnet.com/americafruit/article/1474/parts-of-san-diego-quarantined-as-psyllid-count-mounts

© Copyright Market Intelligence Ltd - Fruitnet.com 2014. The copyright on this article and all content published on Market Intelligence Ltd - U I T N E T 8 c 0 M
Fruitnet.com is held by Market Intelligence Ltd - Fruitnet.com Limited, a joint venture between Market Intelligence Limited and Dr Rolf M Wolf

Media GmbH. All rights reserved. Neither this article nor any part of it may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in any form, including print-

outs, screen grabs and information retrieval systems, without the prior permission of the copyright owners.



