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Covid exacerbates
child food
insecurity
Actress Emma Thompson calls alarming
scale of food insecurity among young
people 'a scar on our nation's conscience'
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food chains to ensure healthier options are
The charter also calls for:

Government to act now.”

cheaper than unhealthy ones;
Anna Taylor, executive director of the

- Plans for protecting children’s food
security during future pandemics and

- Children entitled to free childcare to

Food Foundation, added: “Covid-19 has

receive free nursery meals too;

shone a spotlight on the scale of children’s

emergencies;

food insecurity and the health risk posed
- Free school meals to be renamed the

- Holiday provision to be expanded
permanently, not just during the
coronavirus pandemic, to support all

‘school meal allowance’ to destigmatise the
entitlement and remove the negative
associations felt by many children.

children who normally receive free school
meals when schools are closed;

'A scar on our nation's conscience'

by such high levels of childhood obesity in
the UK. We can no longer delay the changes
we urgently need to ensure all children
across the UK have access to healthy food,
and that no child living in poverty falls
through the gaps. The solutions to build a

- Expanding access to free school meals so
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more children can benefit;
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set out in the Children’s Right2Food

ourselves on has become an uncomfortably

Charter. Young people are ready to act. It’s
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time for political leaders to step up and
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- The free school meal allowance for
secondary school children to be raised
from £2.70 to £4.00 so it’s enough to buy a
nutritious meal;
- All schools to have the facilities for
children to easily drink tap water;

then why are millions of children going
hungry every day? We already had
unacceptable levels of food poverty in the
UK and the current Covid-19 crisis is
leaving many more of our children at

- Banning of advertising of unhealthy food
aimed at children near schools, on TV,
online and on social media;
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