For fresh produce marketing in Australia and New Zealand
By Chris
Komorek
Wednesday 11th November 2020, 8:08 GMT

Avo-lution on
track across Asia
Final instalment of Asia Briefing looks at
avocados, a category expected to grow
substantially in Asia over next decade
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Peruvian producer Camposol, which has
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to grow its premium offering, Jake’s
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which Maya believes is an important step
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provenance. “We’re a New Zealand grower

into Asia. Managing director Jose Antonio
Gomez said the company’s plans hinge on
developing reliable year-round supply.
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the lack of year-round supply is hurting
the ability to develop the category in
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Zealand are firming as key suppliers of
premium avocado, due to the higher costs

The Peruvian producer has also looked
China, but Gomez noted the Covid-19
pandemic has put those plans on hold. “We
have explored that avenue, our team has
looked and identified certain partners and
areas for production in China, but Covid
has slowed progress. It is not stopped
altogether, but we are currently
reassessing timing and the need for that,”
he explained.
Colombia coming up

Folate and B6, that allow us to command a
premium price. But we also focus on
providing a 12-month supply, which gives
security and supply to our customers. It is
a point of difference to our competitors
from New Zealand who only have supply
for that 3-4-month window."
As for China’s domestic production, Liu
Mosu, general manager for leading brand

Closer to Asia, and Australia and New

in production.
into producing the fruit domestically in

health qualities in our produce, such as

Jacob Darling, general manager of sales
and marketing for New Zealand-based
global producer Darling Group, said access
to China is a recent milestone for New
Zealand, and so progress will take time.
“Market access into China for New
Zealand avocados is relatively new and
had been two to three years in the
making,” highlighted Darling. “First, we
needed to identify the appropriate
channels in China, willing to accept a
premium product, as well as customers

For Colombian producer Cartama, the

and consumers willing to pay a premium

next two decades are crucial for the

price."

Mr Avocado, had some interesting insights
to share regarding consumer sentiment.
“More and more consumers prefer to buy
ready to eat avocados over unripe ones,”
she explained.
“The downturn in the foodservice sector is
a challenge for every category, as these
clients are an important channel for fruit.
We’ve shifted our strategy to sharing
recipes for how to use the ready to eat
fruit, and how to combine it with Chinese
food culture to eat it in our own way."
To watch a replay of this week's Asia
Briefing Avocados and all previous
episodes, visit the Asia Fruit Logistica
website and head to About > Events >
Pre-Event Webinars, where you can
register for access.
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